HE politics of colonial New Brunswick have defied the attempts of historians to generalize. Professor Lowdr has referred to their occult and questionable character. They are distinguished by an absence of that doctrinal abstraction which makes the Canadian and Nova ScotJan stories relatively easy to follow. There were no seers and prophets like Baldwin and Howe to simplify the issues. It is the purpose of this, article to show that the lack of cohesion in New Brunswick politics, the shifting cleavage of opinion, were owing to the nature of the New Brunswick economy--that it was the politics of the timber trade which determined the course of events during the period under review. The thesis might be stated in a more general way to the effect that the struggle for the control of Crown Lands, upon which the timber trade was dependent, forced all other issues far into the background. While in 1837 Canadian Reformers were concerned with the application of a new principle of government, the merchant democrats of New Brunswick were achieving a victory in the economic field which made remaining discontents seem abstract and impractical.
Nova Scotia and Canada shared {n this development but not to the very great degree to which all New Brunswick, with the exception of the southeast corner adjacent to Nova Scot{a, participated. The statist{cs show that the West Indies market offered temporary distractions only, that the fisheries, providing seasonal employment to coastal dwellers, were of secondary importance, that agriculture almost perished. It was the timber trade which paid for the great importations of food and hardware necessary to an expanding society on wilderness so{1. It was the products of timber, the ships, which, by sale in the harbours of the United Kingdom and by the charges earned {n the carriage of freight, invisibly redeemed the heavy balance of trade against the colony. The all-consequence of the timber trade is well revealed by the province-wide celebrations which occurred in 1831 when the annually, some on his own account and others on contract, which were dispersed to every port of the United Kingdom. 4 About the same time, Joseph Cunard established himself as emperor of the right bank of the Miramichi which, as early as 1825, could claim pride of place over the St. John Valley both for the quantity and the quality of its timber. The great fire of that year forced the timber frontier northward and Bathurst became a port of consequence. In the early eighteen-thirties, the operators were moving up the Restigouche in search of the ever-scarcer pine groves. By 1840 it was said that the only good timber left in New Brunswick was to be found in the disputed territory, an economic factor which has not received its due account. For in New Brunswick, the issue in contention with the United States was seen as the trade of Fredericton versus that of Bangor. Had it not been for the trade in spruce deals which attained sudden prominence in 1888 and which led to the erection of hundreds of sawmills, timber might have ceased to be a factor of major importance.
Control of the trade inevitably fell into the hands of those few individuals who could guarantee delivery of large quantities trimmed to the specifications of the importers in the United Kingdom. Thus the bulk of the trade of the Miramichi, Nepisiguit, and Restigouche gravitated towards either one of the archrivals, Alexander Rankine, Gilmour's deputy, or Joseph Cunard. The numerous middlemen who did business with the timber-gangs were in the camp of one party or the other. Newcastle and Chatham became the capitals of contending factions whose rivalry originated in trade but extended into politics and religion. Their "collisions" in the woods form a large part of the legend of the Miramichi. The trade of the St. John valley was more widely dispersed, but ultimate control lay with the merchants of Saint John, a city which attained dizzy heights of optimism with the expansion of timber but which recoiled into equally abysmal depths of disaster when the trade encountered adversity.
Concentration upon timber was so general that agriculture, despite official concern, barely survived. The populous localities such as Saint John and the Miramichi towns imported virtually all food-products necessary to their sustenance chiefly from the United States, to which the specie of the province was invariably drawn. Time and time again the statisticians emphasize this vital point. It was soberly estimated that the imperial duties on wheat, flour, and salted products, which had been removed from the Canadas, were alone responsible for enabling agriculture to yield its wretchedly poor volume of products, most of which were marketed in the areas in which they were produced. 5 The merchant community of Saint John, which was anxious to import everything the province consumed, as well as to export everything it produced, opposed these duties consistently. 6 Similarly the lumbering interests opposed the bounties which the provincial legislature paid on fish and farm-products. Through their hands passed a ceaseless turn-over of goods, going both ways, from which they could extract a two-way profit. This was-the condition which they had established for themselves and which they hoped to extend. Such a condition made the calling of "store-keeper" a highly lucrative one; and the men who came to the fore in New Brunswick during this period, if they were not of the legal prolession, were of this calling. "The merchants and shippers derive profits from the very causes which suppress agriculture in New Brunswick. "7 Of the effects of the timber trade upon the generality of the inhabitants, it is possible to write with confidence. It was the rare farmer indeed who devoted himself to agricultural pursuits for twelve months of the year. The seductions of the woods were not confined to immediate cash returns.
There was the lure of an adventurous life and good companionship opposed to the solitary and patient toil of the farm. Moralists of the period point to the general intemperance of the lumbermen and their idle frittering away of profits. For our purposes, it is su•cient to say that the system of "open accounts" maintained with the merchants, by which parties were outfitted and provisioned in the autumn on credit with interest of 35 or 40 per cent, rendered very familiar the spectacle of the lumberman returning to his farm in early summer, wearing brightly checkered store clothes but without cash. 'On the pinching effect upon his farming operations, it is not necessary to dwell. Farmers make good lumbermen but lumbermen do not make good farmers. 8 Men of capital who attempted large-scale farming inevitably found themselves defeated by the higher wages paid to immigrants in the timber-trade or in the ship-yards of Saint John.
• Bai1Iie's objective was the creation of an enlarged Land Office establishment which could rectify the errors and omissions of forty years and extend his authority to every corner of the province. During twelve years of office in which his power was steadily on the increase, it is fair to say that he largely succeeded. As the timber-trade recovered from the setback of 1826, his deputies pursued the operators to the furthest reaches of the four great rivers which drain northern New Brunswick. They enforced the United States to the contrary, petitioned for the right to export timber which had been cut on the disputed territory.
•6 So long as these conditions prevailed, Baillie could steadily increase the upset price asked at auction for tracts of Crown Land; he could select sites for mills, dams, and booms and value them at what seemed exorbitant prices. In the exercise of his functions as supreme arbiter there is evidence that he showed favouritism to privileged individuals.
•7
The infiltration of the province by American timber interests in these years was an important contributory factor to the temporary success of the land sales policy. In 1835 the land market in Maine was in an extremely buoyant state; and much of the enthusiasm and easy money came to New Brunswick. Maine timbermen, with allegedly unlimited sums of capital, appeared on the scene to take part in the onslaught on the forests. The position was at first complicated because the law did not permit aliens to hold lands in the province. Their naturalization could be achieved only by conformity to the Church of England. The first sales made to them were through British subjects as intermediaries; and Campbell, getting wind of them, promptly cancelled them? But two years later they were accepted with equanimity. There became general a feeling that American capital was necessary for the development of the country. Peters, the attorney-general, gave an opinion that only by the incorporation of Americans with British subjects in limited companies could their participation be made legal? By 1836 the organization of such limited corporations amounted to a mania. The names of lawyers and merchants who made up the legislature are to be found on the lists of shareholders. The most important of these promoters was Ernest H. Lombard, a professed American who had been driven from lumbering operations on the Aroostook, but one who said that British institutions were best. His formation of the Red Rapids Company which operated on the Tobique involved the purchase of 100,000 acres? In the southern part of the province, the leading spirit in 2qDne of the most downright of the many violent memorials against Baillie was that of Hugh Munro, dated from Bathurst, Dec. 17, 1832: "If we can turn our eyes to the more than Siberian tyranny by which this land has been polluted these twelve years past, and hear the screaming yells of tribes of oppressed lumbermen to attest the fact from every quarter that a pine tree was manufactured in the Province, the poor emigrant and resident bartering for a location and the widow and orphan bringing up the rear, supplicating this demagogue, all this is no credit to our boasted freedom and from its character must be a stranger to our constitution."
• The remaining complaints, all pointing to the desirability of surrendering the Crown Lands to the charge of the legislature, may be summarized in the allegation that Baillie had "more power than a British subject should possess." His deputy-surveyors, whom he now called rangers but whom the Courier designated "harpies," had the trade under rigid control. In order to pay for the increased establishment he had created, he imposed in 1831, contrary to the cautions of Campbell and the Colonial Office, an extra stumpage duty of 3d. on the ton, making the total ls. 3d. This extra charge, categorically described in the Courier as the Secret Service Fund, in addition to increasing overhead costs in the trade, enabled Baillie still further to enlarge his administrative machinery, the weight of which told more and more heavily.
•See Baillie, Observations on the Evidence Brought before the Committee on Grievar•ces (Fredericton, 1888). •-8The writer of the John Gape articles was Robert Gowan, a Scot who came to became the reactionary party; and the final goal of responsible government was obscured for nearly twenty years amid the rivalties of parochial politics. The merchant politicians who held seats in an all-powerful legislature were not disposed to surrender direct control of the rich prize which they had won to the executive, whether the executive possessed their confidence or not.
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